ankles and up on his shins, which did not pit on pressure. The voice was slow and tremulous, skin dry and rough, hair dry and stunted in growth, pulse slow, temperature subnormal. There was no albumen in the urine. A t that time I thought it was a case of myxa^dema, and treated him with tonics, but with no satisfactory result.
When Dr. Murray, of Newcastle, drew attention to the remarkable effect of thyroid gland in the treatment of myxoedema, I determined to try it. But before doing so, I asked I)r. R. M. Buchanan to see the patient with me. We had no doubt as to the diagnosis, and considered it was a suitable case for the new treatment.
The photograph (Fig. 1 , p. 280) shows the patient's condition at this time.
At that time there was some difficulty in obtaining the thyroid gland, but we sent to the slaughter-house and got some sheep's thyroids. I gave the patient instructions to take one gland, divide it into three parts, and take one part, viz., one-third of a gland every second or third day. His Dr. Alt, who had conducted similar investigations in Gruber's clinic, also spoke of the benefit he had derived from the use of the drug in cases where, after a suppurative condition of the middle ear, cicatricial contraction and adhesions had formed.
As I had seen the drug employed in several of these cases, and apparently successfully, I determined to give it a trial. I did so in twelve cases at the Ear Hospital and in private, but with rather disappointing results. In ten of the cases the result was negative, in two there was apparently a slight improvement. One of these, an hospital patient, I lost sight of, and in the other the benefit was only temporary.
In the class of case I selected there was evidence of sclerosis of the middle ear; but perhaps I subjected the drug to too severe a strain, for I only employed it after all other methods of treatment had been tried unsuccessfully.
I saw no bad result from giving the drug, but in two of the patients, after using the gland extract for some time, a peculiar slatey-blue appearance of the conjunctiva was noticed.
